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jou r nal h o mep ag e: w ww .e lsev ier . co m / loc ate / i j idA 30-year-old previously healthy man was admitted to our
hospital with a large ulcer with granulomatous aspect on the
lateral border of the tongue that had started 1 month ago
(Figure 1A). He also complained of fever and weight loss. The
second patient was a 70-year-old man, referred by his general
dentist for evaluation of a painful oral lesion. The clinical oral
examination revealed an ulcerated red lesion located on the tongue
(Figure 1B). The last patient, a 50-year-old-man, presented to our
hospital complaining of large tongue lesions. Examination of the
oral cavity revealed two crater-like ulcers, with an inﬂamed base
and regular, elevated, well demarcated and hard borders. The rightFigure 2. A Low-power photomicrograph of a specimen shows non-caseating granu
magniﬁcation 200). (B) Multinucleated giant cell containing numerous small circular y
Figure 1. A Ulcerated lesion with a granular surface on the lateral border of the tongu
irregular margins involving the tongue. (C) Two crater-like ulcers, with inﬂamed base 
1201-9712/$36.00 – see front matter  2012 International Society for Infectious Disea
http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ijid.2012.11.004lesion was 3 cm in diameter at its widest and was located in the
central region of the tongue. Another ulcerated lesion with the
same characteristics was observed in the anterior region
(Figure 1C).
All three patients were submitted to an incisional biopsy.
Microscopically, all lesions showed a focally ulcerated mucosa,
with overlying ﬁbroconnective tissue containing a few multinu-
cleated giant cells. As part of the microscopic evaluation, staining
with Gomori’s methenamine silver was performed, and all samples
were positive for a fungus morphologically characteristic of
Histoplasma capsulatum (Figure 2).lomatous inﬂammation with giant cells (hematoxylin and eosin stain, original
east-like bodies (Gomori’s methenamine silver stain, original magniﬁcation 400).
e. (B) Large erythematous lesion with an elevated, ulcerated, reddish surface, and
and elevated hard borders.
ses. Published by Elsevier Ltd. All rights reserved.
Medical Imagery / International Journal of Infectious Diseases 17 (2013) e139–e140e140Oral histoplasmosis has been recorded in immunocompro-
mised patients,1,2 mainly in HIV-seropositive patients, and may be
the ﬁrst manifestation of AIDS.1–4 In this report, all patients
consented to an HIV serology test, all of which were negative, and
no patient showed pulmonary manifestations or disseminated
disease.
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